Stir Up the Gift



Background Scripture

Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir
up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on
of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of

fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

2 Timothy 1:6-7 ( *




Paul to Timothy

Paul encourages Timothy to "stir up the gift of God"
within him, emphasizing the importance of actively

engaging with and utilizing one's spiritual gifts.




Stir Up the Gift

The term "stir up" (or "fan into flame'") is a metaphor that
implies taking action to revive something that is waning. In this
context, it refers to Timothy's ministerial gifts, which may have
been neglected or diminished due to his circumstances. Paul
urges him to actively engage with these gifts, reminding him that
they are essential for his role in leading the church and spreading

the gospel.
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Stir Up the Gift

1. Recognition of Gifts: The verse highlights the belief that all believers are endowed

with spiritual gifts by God. These gifts are not merely for personal benefit but are
meant to be used for the edification of the church and the advancement of God's
kingdom.

2. Responsibility to Use Gifts: Paul’s exhortation serves as a reminder thatitis the
responsibility of each believer to recognize and actively use their gifts. This involves
not only personal growth but also contributing to the community of taith.

3. Encouragement in Trials: The encouragement to "stir up" the gift is particularly
poignant for those facing challenges. It serves as a reminder that even in difficult

times, believers can find strength and purpose in utilizing their God-given abilities.




Spirit of Power

When we retlect upon the spirit of power, it stands as a testament to the
strength and authority we have as children ot God. This power is not
just physical but also spiritual, granting us the ability to overcome fears
and obstacles. We are empowered to face life’s challenges head-on,
echoing the promise we find in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” This strength becomes

especially vital during difficult times, reminding us that we don’t have

to rely solely on our own abilities.
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Spirit of Love

The spirit of love is equally profound. Love is the foundation of our
faith and actions. It compels us to treat others with kindness,
compassion, and understanding. In 1 John 4:18, we learn that “There is
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear.” This powertful
reminder helps us understand that when we walk in love, fear has no
place in our hearts. Our ability to love ourselves and those around us

stems from the Divine love God has for us.



Sound Mind

Lastly, the importance of a sound mind cannot be overlooked.
A sound mind allows us to think clearly, make wise choices,

and stay focused on our purposes. It helps us discern whatis

true and right, especially in a world tfilled with confusion and

distractions. With a sound mind, we can navigate challenges

with confidence and clarity.
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Conclusion

In examining 2 Timothy 1:6-7, we discover valuable truths about fear,
empowerment, love, and clarity of thought. God has equipped us with
everything we need to face the challenges of life, urging us to live boldly and
lovingly. This verse serves as encouragement for all of us, reminding us that

we are not alone and that we have a divine backing guiding our steps.

Embracing this truth allows us to impact our communities positively and seek

to uplift each other through ftaith and love.
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