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OPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESSOPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESS

1. USURY
Luke 6:27-28 says, “But I say unto you
which hear, love your enemies, do good
to them which hate you, bless them that
curse you and pray for them which
despitefully use you”.



OPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESSOPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESS

2. SELFISHNESS
Luke 9:23 says, “And he said to them
all, if any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me”.



OPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESSOPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESS
3. SATAN

Mission- Seeks to ruin God’s work and
harm people; mission is to kill, steal,
and destroy (John 10:10)
Divider – Attacks God and believers;
Creates strife in families, churches, and
nations, hating peacemakers (II
Corinthians 2:11)



OPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESSOPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESS
3. SATAN

Tempter – seeks to lead people astray; bring
things to us that will result in bad behavior,
sin, and disconnect; tests people using
pleasure, pain and false promises (Matthew
4:3) 
Deceiver – Twists the truth, presents half-
truths, and encourages slander, wanting
people to believe untruths about God and
themselves (Revelation 12:9)



OPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESSOPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESS
3. SATAN

Liar & Father of Lies – definitely not
trustworthy at all; “says you are when you’re
NOT”; says you aren’t when YOU ARE” (John
8:44)
Counterfeiter/Mimic – Tries to replicate
God’s work, even appearing as an “angel of
light” to deceive (II Corinthians 11:14)



OPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESSOPPONENTS OF FORGIVENESS
3. SATAN

Devourer - Waits at the most
opportune time to strike (MOST
VULUNERABLE) – has been studying
you; done homework and taken notes;
sends peeping spirits – “looking to
see, report and accuse” (1 Peter 5:8)



RESULT: UNFORGIVENESSRESULT: UNFORGIVENESS
4. SURVEYS/STATISTICS

23–25 % of practicing Christians say there is someone in their
life they just can’t forgive. 
About 15% say they’ve never offered unconditional forgiveness
to someone who hurt them
76 % say they have offered unconditional forgiveness at some
point, but this leaves about one in four who haven’t. 
55 % recall ever having received unconditional forgiveness
from someone else. 
22 % say they struggle with receiving forgiveness themselves.
60 % said they would only forgive if the offender apologized
and changed



FORGIVENESS DEMONSTRATEDFORGIVENESS DEMONSTRATED

John Chapter 13



WHAT THE BIBLE SAYSWHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
1.A Reflection of God’s Grace – we forgive because

God first forgave us through Christ’s sacrifice; it’s a
command to mirror His boundless mercy.
(Ephesians 2:8-9)

2.A Condition for Receiving God’s Forgiveness –
Jesus links our forgiveness from God to our
willingness to forgive others. “Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew
6:12) “If you forgive others their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15)



WHAT THE BIBLE SAYSWHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
3. Letting Go of Bitterness – Forgiveness means
releasing anger, malice, and grudges; choosing
kindness and compassion instead (Ephesians 4:32)
4. Limitless & Unconditional – Jesus instructed Peter
to forgive not just a few times, but “seventy times
seventy” – symbolizing endless forgiveness (Matthew
18:22)
5. Not Forgetting, but not Holding Against – God
“remembers our sins no more” under the New
Covenant, meaning He chooses not to act on them,
much like love “keeps no record of wrongs” (I
Corinthians 13:5) 



KEY BENEFITSKEY BENEFITS
Freedom & Healing: Brings hidden issues into
the light, breaking the power of secrecy and
shame.

Accountability: Provides realistic self-
awareness and encourages us to pursue
obedience and righteousness of God

Strengthens Relationships: – Builds a deeper
trust and connection through shared
vulnerabilities. 



KEY TAKE-AWAYSKEY TAKE-AWAYS

FORGIVE YOURSELF

FORGIVE OTHERS QUICKLY

PRAY TO ALLOW FORGIVENESS FROM
OTHERS



2026 - THE REMIX2026 - THE REMIX
Call to Action:  Acknowledgement, Confession, Repentance


